How-To: Body: The Ultimate Swirl Eliminator Guide
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Ok, ok, ok! I know I have explained the difference between surface scratches and swirls, but I had to use
that term to get you to read this post. LOL
Many times the ’hand swirling’ is from a few sources and the errors can build up into what many people
call ’Swirls or Spiderwebbing". Here are some application tips to help you reduce their appearance:
Apply the surface protection (natural or synthetic) (I’ll just call it wax in this post) in very thin layers.

One reason is that it will be quite easy to do a final buff. It also reduces waste as only a very small
amount will bond with the surface anyway.
Use light dusting motions to buff off your wax.

It shouldn’t be necessary to exert much of any force to buff off the surface protection. Just simple, light
and somewhat quick "dusting" should do the trick. Also, follow the MFR’s guidelines on how long to let
the wax bond for.
ReApply the surface protection over hardened wax.

If for some reason you got called away and the wax has gotten very hard and more than a light dusting
won’t remove it simply massage more surface protection over top. The same suspending products that
were in the now hardened matter can loosen the dried matter in a much safer way than exerting force.
Apply in a garage if possible.

There’s plenty of stuff floating around in the air that can land on your car that are so fine that you won’t
notice your buffing it into your paint. If you leave your car for an extended period of time with your
surface protection on you car make sure that all necessary precautions are take to minimize/eliminate the
threat of dirt or dust particles falling on your car.
Don’t Karate Kid you ’Vette

The ol’ "wax on wax off" Mr. Miagee (sp) taught has been one of the biggest culprits of those light
surface blemishes. I’ve had many laughs at the Eagle1 ad on TV too. (If you are trying to remove/reduce
the appearance of a scratch it will be necessary to use varying motions but we’re talking about waxing
here). One way to do this is to use up-and-down motions on the vertical surfaces and front-to-back on
horizontal surfaces. Always make sure you apply it to give ample coverage to the panel you’re working
on.
Wipe the wax on with a sponge applicator if possible.

Simply because it is a soft smooth surface.
The final layer between your paint and the elements and it should be abrasive-free.

There should not be a reason to introduce an abrasive that is designed to remove blemishes unless you are
actually trying to remove a scratch. Surface Prep after the clay bar is always a good idea but I suggest
that you use the mildest product you can get away with to remove/hide blems. Many PreWax cleaners do
this and it should stay in the PreWax step.

Apply multiple layers in one day.

Usually the first layer of wax can take a bit more effort to apply. However, each subsequent layer is
generally easier than the first thus reducing the overall force exerted in the application.
DISCLAIMER: This How-To article contains information from other Corvette owners and enthusiasts
that are members of the Corvette Action Center forums. Any information used from this How-To
section is used at your own risk. Although we do our best to screen and verify the information provided
here, the Corvette Action Center is not responsible for any inaccuracy in this How-To section. Always
consult your service manual and/or a qualified automotive service technician before conducting any type
of automotive repairs or modifications on your own. For further information, please review our Legal
Disclaimer.
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