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Subject: Refrigerant Leak
Model and Year: 1968 Vehicles with Air Conditioning
Source: Chevrolet Dealer Service Technical Bulletin
Bulletin No: 68-T-56
Section: Ia
Date: July 12, 1968

TO: ALL CHEVROLET DEALERS

Reports have been received of 1968 vehicles with air conditioning failing to cool properly due to a low
refrigerant charge. A leak check on these units usually shows a good system, however, when a unit is
recharged it may be returned later with the same complaint. This type of discharge or leakage has been
traced to the compressor suction-discharge fitting O-rings leaking when subjected to low temperatures,
particularly as during the winter months, but leakage can occur at temperatures of 60°F or less.

In production, the suspected seals were used between September 1, 1967 and March 18, 1968 and again
between April 22, 1968 and April 29, 1968. Compressors built within these dates may be identified by
noting the date stamped on the identification tag (See Fig. 1) located on top of the compressor.

For service, when a refrigerant leak is suspected but cannot be detected on compressors built within the
above dates, the compressor suction and discharge seals located at the rear connector block of the
compressor should be changed using the following procedure:

NOTE: In addition and in order to prevent possible inconvenience to customers, it is suggested that all
1968 air conditioned vehicles that come in for service be checked to see if the compressor build date is
within the above specified dates. On those vehicles with compressors within these dates view the state of
charge in the sight glass and repair as necessary any that indicate low charge.

PROCEDURE FOR INSTALLATION OF O-RING SEALS

1. Discharge the system and remove the connector block from the rear of the compressor.

2. Remove two (2) O-rings from exposed cavities and discard.

3. Install new O-rings, Part No. 5887997, and reverse Steps 1 and 2.

Note: All new O-ring packages will be date stamped as of May 1, 1968. Any other O-ring should not be
used. O-rings should be dipped in clean Frigidaire 525 viscosity refrigerant oil and immediately placed

in suction-discharge port cavities. Do not drain or wipe excess oil from O-ring.

4. Add a dab of white paint after the shift digit on identification tag.
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PARTS AND LABOR DATA

QUA. PART NO, PART DESCRIPTION P FC L T OPERATION NO, TIME
(T.] 2 ]5887997 | Seal [XJ42] ] JoL 9330 90 ] 1.5 1

FRIGIDAIRE
F FICARCT OF GENEIAL MOTOHW *IR A

MIN. TEST PRESSURE LOW SIDE 140 P.5.1
MEETS S5.A.E. J639 HIGH SIDE 300 P.5|

Al 051381 gy — ()5 13 8 1
‘ GM ‘ CHARGE R-12 Month Day Yr  Shift
CLENN  esso3 B ., 13 1968 )

Build date code should be
within the following series

of numbers:
090171 - 031881

CAUTION £El and

R-12 FLUID UNDER HIGH PRESSURE 042281 - 042981

BEFORE DISCONNECTING ANY LINES
1. WEAR SAFETY GOGGLES
2. CONSULT SHOP MANUAL

(FIGURE 1) Chevrolet Motor Division
General Motors Corporation
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