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 TO:  ALL CHEVROLET DEALERS 

 It has been brought to our attention that a few 1971 Corvettes were
inadvertently produced with an incorrect axle ratio due to a computer
programming malfunction.
 

 The axle ratio mix-build condition occurred with two different power train
combinations.
 

1.  Corvettes with base equipment should have a 3.08:1 axle; however a
few were incorrectly assembled with the 3.36:1 ratio rear axle. 

2. Corvettes with high performance axle option ZQ9 should have a 3.36:
ratio.  There were some incorrectly assembled with the standard 3.08:1
ratio rear axle. 
 

Should owner complaints relative to fuel economy or performance be received
on 1971 Corvettes, first determine if correct axle ratios are installed for
equipment specified.  The axle ratio code is located on the bottom edge of the

https://www.corvetteactioncenter.com/tech/knowledgebase/category/c3-corvettes/engine-drivetrain/69/


differential carrier flange.  The code for the 3.08:1 ratio is "AW’.  The codes
for the 3.36:1 ratio are "AX" or "LR".

Listed on the following page are the part numbers of the components required
to correct vehicles with incorrect axle ratios.
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